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EDITOR'S NOTE
Settling into the twenty-first century, practitioners and water users
alike face a drought unlike any before. The sheer magnitude of
diverse interests, from agriculture to environmental needs, makes
administering a mature water rights system quite challenging. As I sit
here preparing for publication, the cries of water crisis are universal.
For instance, residential Metro Denver anxiously awaits word from its
water officials telling them that their lawns cannot be watered, nor can
their children play organized games in the park because of the
potential damage to fields. South Platte groundwater users are
readying to go to the Colorado Supreme Court to defend their right to
pump irrigation water for their crops this summer. Even Gale Norton,
Secretary of the Interior, has taken a hard line with California and
their lack of compliance with the Colorado River Compact. The
common theme throughout the articles of the Water Law Review
Volume 6 Issue 1 is one of solution to the "quandary of quantity."
As the water rights doctrine evolves, it must make room for the
new kid on the block, the environmental interest groups. In their
article, Jennifer Pitt, Chris W. Fitzer, and Lisa Force suggest solutions
to a potential water quantity problem in the now revived Colorado
River delta. David M. Freeman and Annie Epperson account the
solution of a few water users instituting winter flows on the North Fork
of the Cache La Poudre River through the once dry Phantom Canyon.
Because surface water and groundwater are hydrologically
connected, increased groundwater pumping adds to the problem of
an already dwindling resource. Martha 0. Pagel updates us on
Oregon's solution to groundwater management and their mitigation
banking procedure in the Deschutes Basin. Eric Opiela explains the
evolution of the rule of capture as Texas' groundwater management
doctrine. He suggests that Texas join the twenty-first century by
retiring the rule of capture, and by looking to other alternatives to
manage their water resource.
Across the Atlantic Ocean and through Eastern Europe flows the
Elbe River. Jason S. Wells gives us an historical perspective of the
basin wide management of the Elbe. The fall of Communism and the
onset of a free market society have created numerous challenges for
Germany and the Czech Republic in managing the river basin to meet
development and environmental conservation desires.
Justice GregoryJ. Hobbs, Jr., of the Colorado Supreme Court, has
been kind enough to update us on recent judicial review of Colorado
Water Law. Studies have predicted an extended drought period for
the West. Whether they are valid or not, water users will undoubtedly
have to come up with creative solutions to their quantity problems and
even forge relationships with parties once thought to be adversaries. I
know these articles will provide food for thought in solving the
"quandary of quantity."
Holly Kirsner
Editor-in-Chief

